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Flag Officer and Committee Changes                                             

At the recent AGM there were changes to the Flag 
Officers and committee as part of the biannual cycle. 
Martin Clarke retired from his post as Commodore 
and Lesley Allan moved up to replace him. Stuart 
Layton moved up to become Vice Commodore and 
Colin Crosby became Rear Commodore.

Martin leaves his post with the Club’s thanks 
for all his efforts over the last two years running 
the Club. During this time he has dealt with general 
marine issues, aspects of the Club’s relationship with 
local entities (especially relating to the Oban harbour 
developments), led the RNLI 200 celebrations and  
culminating in the successful CCA cruise to the 
western isles and the memorable RHYC event in 
Vatersay. 

Murray Caldwell and Brian Horsburgh retired 
after six years’ sterling service as committee 
members; Murray supervised the club’s computers 
and projectors and Brian brought in the advertising 
for the Journal. Three new committee members were 
elected, Debbi Beeson, Richard Burrows and Colin 
Crawford and they are introduced below together 
with Colin Crosby.

Colin Crosby - Rear Commodore

Colin started sailing when he was 12 and raced 3 
sail trapeze dinghies extensively until his early 20’s. 
Some yacht racing took over in the Forth and Clyde, 
mostly in a friend’s Sonata. Sailing become more 
sporadic for a number of years until about 20 years 
ago when an Elan 333 was bought followed quickly 
by a Maxi 1100 and then an Arcona 430, Topspot 
Too, which he sails extensively with his wife Kate.

The west coast has been explored but never 
seems to have been completed but then there has 
been time taken to compare and contrast by sailing 
in Scandinavia, the Baltic, Lofoten, the Med, Ireland  
and completing an ARC .

Beyond sailing Colin skis a lot and generally likes 
being in the hills. Outwith play Colin currently chairs 
Audit Scotland, sits on the Council of the Royal 
Highland Agricultural Society of Scotland and has a 
trustee role on the Scottish Ballet Endowment Fund.

He has chaired many organisations in the private, 
third and charitable sectors and was awarded an 
OBE for services to Social Housing in his late 30’s .

Whilst Kate is almost always aboard, his two 
daughters’ husbands and grandchildren are also to 
be seen aboard. 

Debbi Beeson

I am not a natural sailor. I don't speak ‘yachtinese’. 
It took me 10 years to learn to tie a bowline and I 
am told I tie 
the fenders in 
a weird way - 
but they work! 
My husband 
Simon and 
I came into 
boating 
around 20 
years ago 
looking for 
something to 
share together 
that suited 
both our 
sensibilities; 
somehow 
boating 
happened. Not 
sure that was 
my idea but no 
regrets!
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MW MARINE SURVEY
www.mwmarinesurvey.co.uk

IIMS QUALIFIED YACHT SURVEYOR
PROVIDING QUALITY, DETAILED PRE-
PURCHASE, INSURANCE AND DAMAGE
SURVEYS AND VALUATIONS. BASED IN

HELENSBURGH, COVERING MAINLAND
SCOTLAND AND INNER HEBRIDES

 matt@mwmarinesurvey.co.uk

07974 190113

MATTHEW WILLIS 

Come and say hello if you see us on our motor 
yacht Georgie B, a Broom Ocean 40. You will find 
me in the galley or with my feet up probably with a 
glass of something. Simon will have his head down 
some hatch or other. He knows his place.

Richard Burrows

My wife, Anne Hughes, and I are relatively new 
to big boat sailing and to the club. We purchased our 
first boat, Eider, an Etap 34S, in 2022 and now sail 
her out of Kerrera Marina. We initially joined the 
RHYC in 2023, mostly to learn from the experience 
of others sailing on the west coast. However, we have 
been overwhelmed by how welcoming and friendly 
everyone is, as well as the strong sense of community 
the club instils. By joining the committee, I aim to 
contribute to the club's ongoing success. If you see 
us out and about, please drop by and say hello, the 
kettle is always on.

Colin Crawford

I started sailing with the Sea Scouts in Edinburgh 
at age 10. We had summer camps at Lochgoilhead, 
Tayvallich, Ardencaple and Dunstaffnage. Later my 
father bought a Hurley 22 and we further explored 
the west coast. I also joined the Naval Cadets at 
School. My first job in the summer I left school was 
as a deckhand on the King George V sailing out of 
Oban.

Having graduated as a Dental Surgeon Liz and I 
spent 6 years down south and moved to Oban in 1986. 
Here I started racing for the first time with Oban 
Sailing Club and soon bought an H-Boat, Rainbow. 
This was followed by a Dehler 34, Nimrod and then 
6 years ago a Dehler 41CR, Dawn Seeker. I have 
had two spells as Commodore of OSC and several 
periods of time on the West Highland Yachting 
Week committee; currently in charge of trophies and 
prizes.

With five grandchildren who all love being on 
the boat I am now undertaking more cruising and 
exploring the great waters of the west coast. I have 
been a member for 8 years and look forward to 
helping the club continue to prosper and promote 
sailing.

Flag Officer and Committee Changes                                             
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RNSA 90th  Anniversary Event

Stuart Layton

RHYC Cups and Awards

2024 and 2025 Awards                                              

2025 Awards                                          

2024 Awards                                          

The following awards were presented at the 
Fitting Out Supper in March 2025:

•	 Robertson Carenda of Lorne Cup for Home 
Waters:  Charmian Entwistle for “Skye to Anglesey”

•	 The Royal Bank of Scotland Cup for Overseas 
Waters:  Patricia Glennie for “Norway in a month”

•	 The Archibald Black Cup for new members 
of less than five years standing: Chris and Cindy 
Arnold for “Gazellig’s cruise to the Lofotens”

•	 The Peter MacLeod Cup for a cruise of two 
weeks or less: Hugh Kilpatrick for “Water Music?”

The Annie Trophy was presented to Commodore 
Martin Clarke for visiting all ten RNLI stations in 
our area during the RNLI 200 year. 

•	 The Photographic Quaich was presented to 
Chris Arnold for “Sun and rainbow over Øye” 

•	 The Wildlife Photographic Mug was 
presented to Stephen Quaile for “Flying fish”

The Antares Cup, Wallace Cup for Seamanship 
and the Garvellach Cup for Special Endeavour were 
not awarded this year.

The following awards have been made for 2025:

•	 Robertson Carenda of Lorne Cup for Home 
Waters: Stephen Quaile for “Broken Bramble”

•	 The Royal Bank of Scotland Cup for Overseas 
Waters: Stuart and Emma Armstrong for “Northern 
Norway adventures” 

•	 The Archibald Black Cup for new members 
of less than five years 
standing: Ian and Maggy 
Staples for “A reflection 
on age and sailing”

•	 The Peter 
MacLeod Cup for a 
cruise of two weeks or 
less: Richard Burrows for 
“Paying it forward”

•	 The Antares 
Cup for the best report on 
remote anchorages: Jane 
MacInnes for “Shivinish 
to Shivinish”

The remaining awards 
will be announced at 
the Fitting Out Supper 
in March including the 
Photographic Quaich and 
the Wildlife Photographic 
Mug. 

Martin and Philippa Clake with the Annie Trophy: photo Iain Clement

Fitting out supper: photo Iain Clement
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honouring nine decades of adventure sailing and 
service. It was both a memorable social occasion and 
a celebration of shared maritime heritage.

RNSA CEO, Philip Warwick, spoke eloquently 
and enthusiastically at the lunch about the history 
and achievements of the RNSA. The organisation 
was founded in 1935, and delivers the sport of 
sailing and associated activities for the Royal Navy, 
Royal Marines and their associated reserve forces. 
Philip Warwick highlighted the RNSA’s strong 
commitment to working with sailing associations 
and yacht clubs to help bring the sport to a wider 
audience.

On behalf of the maritime sector, Philip Warwick 
presented Sir Boyd Tunnock with a Lifetime 
Achievement Award, the Babcock International 
Trophy. This trophy was awarded in recognition for 
the amazing amount of charitable work and support 
Sir Boyd has provided over many years. The gathered 
guests responded with a standing ovation once the 
award had been presented!

Following this lunch, the Rear Commodore and 
Mrs Sue Layton went on to enjoy further RNSA events 
in the Clyde including a lunch at the Inverkip Hotel, 
"small eats" aka drinks and nibbles on the pontoon at 
Clyde Marina, a BBQ at Cecchinis Restaurant and a 
cruise in company to Tarbert for a meal by Lulabelles. 
Whilst Robin Wills (Journal Editor) attended  RNSA’s 
End of Season Supper in Portsmouth in September. A 
most convivial time was had, friendships formed and 

the aspiration of sailing 
affiliations between clubs 
and individuals most 
definitely forged.

Our thanks go to 
the RNSA Officers and 
members for inviting us 
to join these events and 
celebrations. We look 
forward to continued 
collaboration between 
our two clubs in the 
coming years. Our clubs 
and members have much 
in common; we love to be 
sociable, eat, drink and be 
merry. Oh yes, and to sail 
too (if the wind is from 
the right direction)!

On the longest day of the year, 21st June, 
at Dunstaffnage Marina, Stuart Layton (Rear 
Commodore) welcomed members of the Royal Navy 
Sailing Association (RNSA) to an informal BBQ. The 
RNSA yachts were making passage round the UK 
to celebrate their 90th Anniversary and had stopped 
at Dunstaffnage for a crew change. Some 16 yachts 
from both clubs were represented by 39 skippers and 
crew under shelter of canvas, happily from the sun 
and not the rain, in front of the bar/restaurant “The 
Wide Mouthed Frog” within the marina complex. 
The evening progressed with refreshments provided 
by the RHYC thus cementing a bond between the two 
organisations, which will see an affiliation created 
for future social events, information sharing and 
the enjoyment of sailing on the waters of Scotland. 
Thanks were given to all who contributed to the 
event, with special thanks to Twig Olsen and the staff 
of Dunstaffnage Marina for their help and assistance 
with the organisation of the event.

Members of The Royal Highland Yacht Club were 
invited to participate in a special event in August — 
the 90th Anniversary celebrations of the Royal Naval 
Sailing Association (RNSA). A four-day programme 
had been arranged with one of the highlights of this 
celebratory event being a prestigious formal lunch at 
the magnificent Mar Hall Hotel.

This elegant gathering brought together nearly 
200 RNSA members, VIPs, guests, local maritime 
communities, serving Royal Navy personnel, and 
their families, in a spirit of camaraderie and reflection, 

RNSA 90th  Anniversary Event

Stuart Layton

Stuart Layton welcomes the guests: photo Iain Clement

RHYC Cups and Awards

2024 and 2025 Awards                                              
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Social Sailing Network                                              

Clive Streeter

The middle part of the season for us was taken up 
with the Cruising Club of America’s Western Isles 
Cruise which was great fun, but it took us away from 
our usual haunts and so we did not see as many club 
members as in previous years.

Next year if you want to meet up you can 
communicate your whereabouts via the Google 

SSN group or, more likely, via the Facebook group. 
Alternatively the other option is to hoist your burgee 
in an anchorage or marina.

Our first outing in 2026 is likely to be the Mull 
Music Festival again which runs from 23rd to the 
26th April.

This year Heather and I changed to a different 
boat, a Regina 35 called Katrina, so look out for the 
SSN flag flying from her and please come over and 
introduce yourself. Redwings 4 will be under new 
management and may well be out and about as well.

The SSN season started with the trip to Tobermory 
for the Mull Music Festival with the usual fun and 
lively music.

Towards the end of 
last season at Loch Aline 
a bar appeared up at the 
marina office, operating 
from 4 to 7 pm. This may 
have implications for 
people wishing to take 
their own drinks ashore 
during these times as it is 
now a licensed premises 
and there may be some 
restrictions associated 
with that.

Many informal 
gatherings happened at 
Loch Aline, the usual 
form being that the site barbecue is used as disposable 
ones are no longer welcome there. Members 
contribute to the charcoal stockpile and provide their 
own food and drink and cook it themselves. We 
enjoyed many barbecues there last year, the weather 
was not always very good but the company made up 
for it.

In Memoriam
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Social Sailing Network                                              

Clive Streeter

Nevin H. Blackwood   1934 - 2025

Nevin was the son of a Clyde Pilot and 
grew up around Gourock where he spent as 
much time as possible on the water crewing 
yachts and dinghies. Later he shared a 
Gareloch One-design Thea with his brother 
Tommy. Those days were full of racing and 
cruising on the Clyde and West Coast and he 
had many amusing stories of escapades during 
Clyde Fortnight Regatta. 

After working for a while with Collins, the 
publishers, and Limmer & Trinidad he moved 
to Hampshire and worked with Ian Hannay 
building the Galion 22 which was one of the 
first yachts designed specifically for series 
GRP production. Then in the early 1970's he 
had the opportunity to move back to Scotland 
to establish a West Coast charter fleet base 
for Arden Yachts of Helensburgh. Initially 
this was at Ardfern but quickly moved to the 
Kilmelford site at the head of Loch Melfort. A 
basic boat hoist was installed which allowed 
the fleet of 12 yachts to be maintained and 
private yachts were also encouraged. Hard 
standing was formed and a 10,000 sq ft boat 
shed was built during the winter of 1974/5 and 
by the mid 80's around 100 yachts were being 
stored ashore and the yard was renowned 
for the high standards of maintenance and 
workmanship while he was manager of the 
yard. 

Nevin continued to be a keen sailor and 
joined the Club in 1991. He purchased the 
Hustler 30 Zanzara which he then refitted 
to his own exacting standards, cruising on 
the West Coast with his wife Alison and 
sometimes his family and they were often seen 
at Club Musters. They continued to cruise 
with their friend Ian Hannay on Melina along 
the Normandy Coast and across the North Sea 
to Norway and the Lofoten Islands. Latterly 
he and Alison enjoyed the local waters cruising on one of the 'mini' cruise ships operating out of Oban.

Nevin lived in Oban and loved his house with its commanding view of Oban Bay and the Sound of Mull. 
He is survived by his wife Alison and their children Ian, Rona and Anna and his four grandchildren Jenny, 
Ronan, Lucia and Nina.

We miss his wisdom, his dry humour and the interest he showed in everything we did. As employees and 
friends of Nevin from the early 70's his leadership had great effect on our futures and careers in the Marine 
Industry.

                                   David Wilkie and Donald Smith

In Memoriam
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Malcolm G W MacGregor 1936-2025

Malcolm had ships and yachts in his blood. 
He was brought up at Clynder on the Gareloch 
and spent much time as a youngster in McGruer’s 
boatyard where his father kept the yawl Eala, and 
where doubtless his interest in the sport would 
have started. All of the various yachts he had 
were moored “at the bottom of the drive.”

Malcolm qualified as a Naval Architect and 
worked for both John Brown’s and Stephen’s of 
Linthouse before joining a company specialising 
in stainless steel fastenings.

His first two yachts were both Dragons,Todday, 
followed by Carina. The next yacht was Turid, a 
Norwegian International Eight Metre which he 
and his wife Anne sailed in Norwegian waters 
before returning across the North Sea to Scotland. 
Turid was probably the first of the 8’s to arrive on 
the Clyde when their resurgence took place in the 
late 60’s/early 70’s. Turid was sold, and sometime later Malcolm joined the Piper Class with the last one 
built, and she was re-named Freya. Twister of Mersea was bought in partnership in 1988 and after 3 years 
the Northney 34, Streaker, followed. The last two yachts were a Moody 376 and a Moody 425, both named 
Hyskeir, the second one being owned for the last 25 years.

Apart from sailing Malcolm was a quite exceptional craftsman. He completely restored two wooden 
Flying 15’s and built an open 18’ Gunter lug day boat to an Iain Oughtred design. All the work was to a 
stunning standard, also very much reflected in the way all of his yachts were kept.

Malcolm put a lot back into yachting. For many 
years he assisted at Scottish Series and at West 
Highland Week, ultimately becoming Race Officer 
at both events. He was very highly respected in this 
role as an unflappable, courteous and decisive Race 
Officer. He was a Flag Officer of both the Royal 
Western and Mudhook Yacht Clubs.

Over the years in his quiet way, he made many 
friends in Clyde yachting and will certainly be 
greatly missed. He is survived by his devoted wife 
Anne, daughter Lise, son Malcolm and grandsons 
Calum and Jackson.

Andrew McFarlane-Slack 1951-2025

Andrew (Drew) McFarlane-Slack died on the 
26 November 2024 from a malignant brain tumour. 
Drew spent many years afloat with a love for the 
sea. He was originally a share fisherman, based in 
Oban during the summer months, and in the Clyde 
in winter. It was much later in life that he was 
persuaded by his wife, Christine, to take up sailing.  
Drew and Christine sailed their yacht Trebizond 
in and around the inner isles, enjoying many trips 
which were often full of adventure as they both 
learned to sail together.  Drew joined the RHYC in 
2014 and both he and Christine attended a number 
of RHYC events over the years, which they both 
thoroughly enjoyed.

Drew leaves his wife Christine and their 
daughter Katie.
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David Sillar 1936-2025

David Sillar grew up in Argyll 
and first sailed in the family dinghy 
in Loch Sween and Loch Craignish.  
Throughout a long and varied career 
in the UK and overseas, he returned 
annually to the West Coast with 
family and friends.  Wherever it was, 
there was usually a dinghy or boat of 
some kind.  Following his retirement, 
initially to Lochgair on Loch Fyne, 
more substantial boats and journeys 
came along.  His favourite of these 
was a Fisher Freeward 25, in which 
he spent many happy days in the 
Sound of Jura and occasionally, 
beyond.  Well into his seventies at 
this point, he would reassure us that, 
with a three-hundred litre fuel tank, 
he would always be able to get home safely, and indeed he always did.  He enjoyed every aspect of sailing, 
but it was for him a means to spend more time in the places where he grew up and loved.  He thoroughly 
enjoyed being an RHYC member and sharing his love of the West Coast and sailing in general. He is, and 
will be, sorely missed. 

Stephen Thomas 1935-2025

Born into a family with a shipbuilding history and, ‘salt water in our veins’, Stephen sailed dinghies from 
a young age. His lifetime love of yachts was sparked when he joined Lloyds of London, starting in at the 
deep end cross channel racing with colleagues on Lutine. The 1952 Fastnet race was the first of many, he 
also spent several years as a Watch Officer on the Sail Training Association’s schooners, the Malcolm Miller 
and Sir Winston Churchill.

Having moved to landlocked West Yorkshire in the 1970s, he continued to sail on occasion, commissioning 
Maeve, a Philippa 27 from Brian Tankard at Dart Marina, moving onto a Contessa in the 1980s.

Once he relocated to Argyll in 1990, he was able to spend a great deal more time at sea. He acquired a 
Moody S38, Nanuq of Lorne, gained his Yacht Master Certificate and used it to take young people sailing 

as part of the outdoor 
learning programme of 
the charity he set up in 
1991, Hebridean Pursuits. 
Whilst he greatly enjoyed 
the inner isles, he also 
made several memorable 
trips to St Kilda.

Having moved to 
Cambridge latterly, he 
retained his interest in 
the RHYC, and soon 
encountered a fellow 
member, who would go 
on to to become a great 
friend, when wearing 
his club logo branded 
jumper!

It is with deepest regret that the RHYC also records the passing during the past year of 
Fergus (Fergie) Anderson  and Richard Sheffield
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Editor’s notes                                              
Robin Wills

2025 generally saw us experiencing better weather with more yachts out and about. Here you can read 
about some of their adventures and also a couple of disasters, both of which fortunately ended happily. One 
of those then headed south to warmer climes and explored the Scilly Isles. Cruises to northern climes, always 
a challenge, remain popular with one to Norway and a couple more to the Faroes; others stayed closer to 
home although even that can be challenging given the weather at times. WHYW managed to survive strong 
winds thanks to excellent race management which enabled the fleet to make the most of the week.

The main cruise for some was the Western Isles Cruise undertaken with the Cruising Club of America in 
association with the RCC, CCC, ICC, OCC and our own club. Sixty-five yachts took part, and we welcomed 
eleven registered in the US who sailed over together with other CCA members chartering here. Whilst the 
completion of the sunflower in Loch na Droma Buidhe was terminated when the wind rose before the last 
gaps were closed, the success of the meet in Vatersay, overseen by our Commodore Martin Clarke, was rated 
the highlight, the local organisation was excellent and the weather held. It was a memorable evening for all 
present.

One notable event this year was the completion by Bob Bradfield of his 800th Antares chart survey. 
Several of the log authors remark on how Antares has transformed sailing on the west coast; no more do we 
depend on the old canvas covered CCC Sailing Directions with the hand drawn sketches of anchorages.

My thanks, as ever go to the advertisers for their support which enables us to cover the costs of printing 
this Journal. Thanks also go to Brian Horsburgh for his efforts in coordinating them over many years; John 
O’Connor has now taken over from him. And, of course, I have to mention all the contributors without whom 
there would be no Journal; as ever any mistakes and omissions are mine alone.

As the winter weather sets in and you contemplate the work list, pour yourself a dram in front of the fire 
and take some time to read about others’ cruises last summer and start to plan for next year! May you all be 
blest with fair winds and an easy-going tide……….

Blue Wanderer at Mallaig, the Editor caught taking the rubbish ashore: photo Val Rowell


